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Making a Difference
Through Neighborhood Easter Party

In March PSM held a neighbor- , _ Most of the staff and intentional

hood party to celebrate the Eastge it #s ) ; B W residents who live in the Parker Street
season. Ninetyine children neighborhood have experienced
registered for an egg hunt and breakins d some of them multiple

then joined their older siblings times. My roommate Eina and | moved
and adults to enjoy field games into the neighborhood in 2009We

and dinner. always knew it was coming.

Neighborhood parties are ‘ For those of you whose homes have
scheduled quarterly, filling a neeq been broken into, you know how it
for community-building among feels. The immediate sense of violation.
the diverse residents who make The desire to wash everythir@gnot
the Parker Street neighborhood. knowing what evil intentions have been
The parties are occasions for | smeared onto what was touched.

African-Americans, Hispanics an f And we always knew these were the

Whites to mingle and enjoy fun people we were here to serve.
and food. They are also occasior £99 hunter
But what | never thought through

for the staff to em%%i%wbors and provide Access Church. These churc_hes provided was what we would do afterward. It
light-hearted fun for food, with Access preparing it onsite. St. was 5:05pm on a Monday evening, and
Paul Lutheran hosted a great mix of field all of a sudden we had a worthless

i ho tend t
[,eeslﬂggéigg%d_e” © games such as beanbag tosses, egg hunts, backdoor, a broken window, and glass

: egg relays, and sack races. Siftye everywhere, and we were short an
Finally, they are ; .
8 occasions for volunteers were on the scene to make it Xbox, PS2, digital camera, and laptop.
%' churches to join happen. Within 120 seconds of my call, Tim

: together, underwrite The next neighborhoodvide party is Mitchell was there, followed in the next

| costs, and volunteer tc planned for June 12, and groups are 15 minutes by intentional resident Will

y| serve. needed to lead in sponsoring and Yancey. After taking measurements,

organi zi n g-ou wates event h o thdy &fsto meet up with Clint DeBoer, a

The March party

Ostrich egg relay \as hosted by St. Pau Learn how you can be involved by man who helps out often with PSM.
requires intense | tharan Church and ©Malling Hannahat They came back with a new door,
concentration admin@parkerstreetministries.org window, and tools to install everything.
. Another item someone brought and left
Calendar of Upcoming Events on the Kitchen table was a brandew

These men joyfully worked together

Ongoing Events with various neighbors, who heard the

Wednesday evenin@isNeighborhood Bible Studi@svolunteers needed for news and stopped in, until 11:30pr@
childcarefi contactben@parkerstreetministries.org literally putting our héuse back
School Day Afternoons & SumniieAcademic Enrichment Prografin volunteers together. These men have families and
neededi contactchristina@parkerstreetministries.org jobs to get to in the morning.
Scheduled Events Eina and | went from feeling violated
May 13-17A eAuction to benefit Parker Street Ministries. If you did not get an to feeling safer than before. The
auction item listing by May 10, tell us agévents@parkerstreetministries.org immediacy of the response to our need
May 14f Pics on the Promenade community showing7dfe Blind Sideo raise really speaks to the community we live
awareness for PSM. Ités free, at dunsdlacomamunitythateo mamylpeopleMi r r
June 4 Academic Enrichment Program ends are losing faith in. And while our
June 12 Summer Neighborhood Pafiygroups needed to lead in sponsoring and = N€ighbor may be anyone from a thief to
organizing this everit contactadmin@parkerstreetministries.org a helping hand, these are the people we

June 14 The Bridge Summer Camp begins are here to serve.
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Letter from the Education Update

Executive Director  Making a Difference One by Ong

byChristina Allen, Director of Education
As | have had the

fh”e)’ IrLz?gehEJolr“r:gcng This semester we are serving 38 students, kindergarten through

for the past 13 grade 8, in our afterschool Academic Enrichment Program (AEP). It is great to see

years, | have seen the children progress through the years and know thna are making a difference
' in their lives.

many changes,
most of which |

One of our students is Larenz Deshazor, a
have prayed for

fifth grader. In 2006 Larenz joined our
and am delighted program having failed third grade and the
7im gave Senator Bill  to see. But in the # FCAT twice. Larenz is being raised by a single
Nelson a tour of the past year, | have R e father who trusted AEP would provide a safe
ministry in January. seen a change ! ) environment along with homework help and
that is very academic support while he worked in the
disheartening. Over the course of time the afternoonsLarenzproved to be a very
fisthas been replaced by th/nso much hardworking student anchow maintains a B
that it seems as if every boy over the age averageHe loves football and running. He
of 12 has a gun. currently holds the record for the fastest overall
time (5:51 mile) of all elementary students
from Lakeland area schools in the annual Red
Ribbon Run. He dreams of playing football for
Lakeland High School and college football at
either Florida State or Alabama.

We are privileged to help Larenz pursue his
dream while we help him progress each year
retaliated and shot two of the rival gang - W by at least one grade level. Larenz encourages
members. All this happened in less than B354 ", B us by working diligently each day on his
24 hours. | met with the young man to try = | 5renz DeShazor, AEP student and Red hOmework.

to persuade him that this life he is living is'  Ribbon Rally Winner PSM has new software that helps us keep

ggm/%:g ;ﬁgﬁ tﬁ edl?a?ttrr]ﬁ Al(‘)tfeﬁrct(\alv\(,)w?r? E[)Sﬂ?f better standardized tabs on students like Larenz.
of Us knowin’ that with}(/)ut the In January and February all AEP students were evaluated utilizing Star Reading
9 diagnostics. We now have a realistic reading range for students. The software

intervention of God, | would be going to " ; ; o
his funeral. Please pray for him. confirmed our assumptions about student reading levels, validating ithatte than

| was talking with one young man who
told me his first gun was aM-16. He
was11 when he received this from an
older, drug dealer friend. Just this past
month one of the older boys we have been
working with was shot in the hip in a
gang fight. The next day his gang

60% fell into the 0 nwhklkimnsearisthdyare¥g@anld i on 6
Every day young boys are offered the level or more behind. The data provided ensures we are helping students on their
chance to deal drugs, run drugs, or just appropriate levels.

hang out with older 0¢gq0daddadbdind SPWesidy Menforial United Methodist Church facility

This has made our job very difficult. As . : : . o
we are trying to communicate the value of will provide an opportunity for muchneeded AEP expansion. With little

this Christian 1ife g\ﬁ%ertlﬁlr:gdggp hajdeahw |t|ne%l‘:|‘;§toatotqe geglyng)g of each school year. There are
ke

) Y ost/l, individual I :
guys in the 6hood arfﬁthé%lja tle ig%og}r%cher i fe.

Soplease pray that the Holy Spirit will : -
moe/e on tﬁe Kearts of our k)),oyg and allow Although many homes are More than one -half of our
them to know the truth. unoccupied, others are home to q q
several families with young AEP students are a grade

God bless you. children. level or more behind.

) ) The assessments of our existir g
Tim Mitchell students, the waiting lists, and the
Executive Director potential for new students all cry
Board of Trustees ke Wells out for more classroom space for AHRe staff has set a goal of increasing
Laura PallosChair Tracy Wilson students served by two classrooms for each year in 2010, 2011, and 2048.
Teresa Braypaul _ _ summer we plan to add 20 students to The Bridge Summer Camp program. This is
Jorgeanne Carpenter Q‘;‘ﬁfﬁ;yvggé"cﬂfe a very ambitious goal, but the long range repercussions of not growingiAEP
Clint Gordon Bamey Barnett stu~dentso failing and dropping out and
Brian Hurley Matthew Diaz streeté would affect these kids and the entire Lakeland community.
g:;z; K}It;rthews John Fitzwater Please help us as we move forward in expanding AEP. We will need more staff
Laura Pallos 'Jl'?rﬁkSTg\:veb"r’ijré and supplies and more volunteers for the new classrooms. If you can help us in
Michael Pallos Craig Sumey 9 any of these areas, please contact Christina at
Jordan Shea Bill Vass christina@parkerstreetministries.org
Sam Taylor Tracy Wilson
John Tucker Danny Wuerffel
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You can make a difference May 1B7

Get your bid on.
Sign up for our eAuction}|

Now is the time to join the fun as ycdid
on 53 outstandingauction itemsfrom the
comfort of your own home. If you have
not received an eAnnouncement from us,
then you arendt on
email address to:
events@parkerstreetministries. oagd
include Sign me up for the eAuction

the subject line. Categories are:

Dining His Sports
Events Hers Vacations
Benefit PSM

eAuction May 1% 17

The Blind Sides rated PGL3, and parents
should research the film before bringing

Jin us on May 14!

Come join the fun ...
downtown Lakeland ...
Friday, May 14 at dusk

Pics on the Promenade presents

r 1 1 . yv O U r
FreeAdmission ~ bring your chair

& favorite beverage
Help raise awareness for

Parker Street Ministries!

young children. Make it a date night,
friends night, or family night.

Underwritten by: TEAM HAMMER

SCREENPRINTING & EMBROIDERY

Prayer Requests

1  That God will provide wisdom and 1
funding as we finalize plans to
purchase and renovate the Wesley
Memorial United Methodist Church
building

T That the AEP staff will continueto
faithfully communicate the Gospel to
students and families and that the
staff will be effective in partnering
with schools to improve the
academics of the students l

1 For safety for families intentionally

living in the neighborhood q

Current Needs

Staff for The Bridge Summer Camp
and Fall AEP. Find out more by
emailing
christina@parkerstreetministries.org

Volunteers to help with afterschool
Academic Enrichment Program and
to provide childcare during
neighborhood Bible study

Volunteer groups to help with
small repairs and neighborhood
revitalization efforts

Commercial grill for block parties

Organizations Benefit PSM

Many new organizations and businesses have come forward since December to

donate funds to PSM outright or through fundraisers. In 2009, through the support
of 315 donors, 28 organizations, and 691 volunteers, PSM completed 2009 with no

debt and above budget. We thank God and
organizations as of March 31, 2010:

Atlantic Philanthropies
CFGL Impact Lakeland 2010

City of Lakeland Neighborhood
Services Matching Grant

Lakeland Rotary Club
Camp Rotary Foundation

School PTO

Nazarene

COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

St. Paul Lutheran Church &
Highland Park Church of

Rhema Family Fellowship

welcome the followaigwy donor

Florida Citrus Mutual, Inc.
Victory Assembly

United Methodist Temple Men
Christ Community Presbyterian

Geneva Classical Academy

CFGL donors provided $78,000 in 2009!

OF GREATER LAKELAND Ag your group plans charity events, please ask for
Looking forward. Giving back. PGM to benefit! Find out more by contacting Kim at
development@parkerstreetministries.org

Lasting Change through
Bible Study
by Ben Turner, Director of
Spiritual Development

One of the most urgent needs in the
Parker Street neighborhood is leadership
development. The need for quality leader:;
is a key reason our neighborhood has
experienced its tragic overall decline.
When every positive leader in the
neighborhood moves out of the
neighborhood, the rest of the people are
left with drug dealers, gang members, an
absentee fathers as their role models for
leadership Parker Street Ministries is
committed toreversing this trend and
developing leaders in our neighborhood

L. DeShazor,
Class of 2010!

from PSMG:

This past January, seven residents
attended small group leadership training
to learn how to effectively teaclihe
Person of Jesus Studym SeeJesus.net.
We have been using this material in our (I N ¢
adult Bible study on Wednesday nights fo-
the last year and have seen incredible
growth in our people. My goal in training
these people was that they be equipped t)
teach our adult Bible study on a regular
rotation as a way of developing them into
spiritual leaders of our neighborhood.
They all thoroughly enjoyed the training
time and came back excited to put into
practice what they had learned. So far
four out of the seven have taught lessons
and the lessons have all been tremendous
experiences of growth for them and
inspiring to everyone else involvetVe
aretruly seeing men of God being
developed right in our mids$o that they
can be instrumental in transforming our
neighborhood.

| dm | ooking forwa d
God is going to do next through these nev/
leaders on the horizon!
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